BUILD A TREE HOUSE: WRITING FOR CHILDREN




ONE – THE FOUNDATION

Why Write for Children?
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The Requirements

1.

2.

3.

4.

The Benefits

Where to Mine for Ideas
An Overview of Formats and Age Groups

Resources – HANDOUT

Mona Hodgson        


        www.monahodgson.com
25 WAYS TO GET TO KNOW CHILDREN 

    Visit the public library during story time.                         Become a child’s pen pal.

Interview children on tape. [image: image1.wmf] Take a child development class.

Interview teachers, coaches, doctors, counselors--people who work with children.
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Teach, coach, or lead children in church, school, or community programs.

            Visit or volunteer to serve as a helper in a Sunday School class or Vacation Bible School. 

   Serve as a counselor, musician, craft worker, or teacher at a summer camp.

  

Watch TV shows that appeal to children in your target market.

 
Hang out at a toy store or in the toy department of store frequented by kids.  

 Volunteer one morning a week to listen to children read at school.

Subscribe to and read magazines for children. Read books that appeal to your target reader.

Read children’s letters, poems, and stories.




Photograph children.

Collect newspaper and magazine articles about kids. Go where kids go.            

       Read and collect cartoons for and about children.
 
Host a summer or holiday party for the children in your neighborhood.

Offer to keep your nieces, nephews, or grandchildren overnight.

Invite a family with children over for a barbeque or supper.  
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  Collect anecdotes about children and quotes of children.

 Offer to teach a class for children at the city recreational center or a day camp.

Talk with or interview parents and teachers of children in your target age group.

Reflect on your own childhood. Recall specific situations and emotions.
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WRITER’S RESOURCE LIST
Christian Writer’s Market Guide by Sally E. Stuart (Harold Shaw Publishers)

Writer's Market (Writer's Digest Books) 

Children’s Writer’s Market Guide (Writer's Digest Books) 

The Elements of Style by William Strunk and E.B. White (MacMillan Publishing Co) 

You Can Write Poetry by Jeff Mock (Writer’s Digest Books)

Writing Personal Poetry by Sheila Bender (Writer’s Digest Books)

[image: image4.wmf] An Introduction to Christian Writing by Ethel Herr (ACW Press)

On Writing Well by William Zinsser (Harper & Row)

Word Painting: A Guide to Writing More Descriptively by Rebecca McClanahan (WD Books)

Effective Magazine Writing by Roger Palms (Harold Shaw Publishers)
How to Write Attention-Grabbing Query & Cover Letters by John Wood (Writer’s Digest)

Formatting & Submitting Your Manuscript (Writer’s Digest Books)

How to Write a Book Proposal by Michael Larsen (Writer’s Digest Books)

Turning Life into Fiction by Robin Hemley (Writer’s Digest Books)

Plot & Structure by James Scott Bell (Writer’s Digest Books)

How to Write and Sell Historical Fiction by Persia Woolley (Writer’s Digest Books)

Creating Unforgettable Characters by Linda Seger (Henry Holt and Company)

Goal, Motivation & Conflict: The Building Blocks of Good Fiction by Debra Dixon (Gryphon)

MAGAZINES
Writer’s Digest

The Writer

The Christian Communicator (TCC), 9731 N Fox Glen Dr. #6F, Niles, IL 60714-4222.  
Cross & Quill cwfi@cwfi-online.org.
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TWO and THREE – WRITING BOOKS FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

BOARD BOOKS

PICTURE BOOKS

Characteristics

Audience and Market

Basic Picture Book Issues

1.
2.













3. 
Three Picture Book Categories:

1.

2.

3.

Formatting for Submission
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How Did Bible Heroes Pray?
By 

Mona Hodgson

How Did Bible Heroes Pray? is a 24-page picture book that gives children nine Bible heroes, men and women, as models for the spiritual discipline of prayer. These Bible heroes help children learn they can pray anywhere and at any time of the night or day.  
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Page 3

NOTE TO ADULTS

Children possess an insatiable curiosity. One thing they often wonder about is prayer. Did the men and women of the Bible stories kneel to pray? Did they only pray at night? Did they pray outside?  

By showing the prayer practices of our most-loved Bible heroes, this book will help

children develop their own prayer lives. They will learn they can pray any time and anywhere. The poem in the back of the book will reinforce this truth. 
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Pages 4 and 5


Did you know that when you talk to God you are praying?


Have you ever wondered how Bible Heroes like Daniel and Esther prayed? I have. What I found out is really great! 

Pages 6 and 7


Daniel talked to God down on his knees, three times a day. (Daniel 6:10)

You can talk to God down on your knees, too.

Pages 8 and 9


Samuel prayed when he lay, waiting and listening for God. (I Samuel 3:1-10)


You can pray when you lie in your bed, too.

WRITING FOR CHILDREN

EXERCISE

Choose one of the sentence-beginnings below. Put yourself in the place of a child in your target age-group and begin writing where the sentence left off. Your response might take the form of short fiction, a nonfiction article, or a poem. It might be humorous or poignant.

1.   If I had six feet I could  . . . 









2.  My life changed the day my father . . . 

3.  Left over broccoli smells like . . . 

4.  If I were a German Shepherd my biggest problem would be . . .

5. The minute I swallowed it I . . . 

6.  When I looked in the bag I knew what . . .  

7.  Today my sister sneezed and . . .  
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FOUR and FIVE – BOOKS FOR READERS 

BEGINNING READERS

Level Readers











Graded Readers


Chapter Books
MIDDLE GRADE READERS
BOOK PROPOSALS 
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SIX – MARKETING AND WRITING FOR PERIODICALS 

MARKETING

WRITING FOR PERIODICALS

Age-Categories
Magazines
Church Take-Home Papers
Curriculum

Devotionals

Overview of Formats
Poetry -

Miscellaneous -

Nonfiction -

Fiction -

Submission Format for Articles, Fiction, Poetry 
MARKET RESEARCH

WHAT NOW?
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 First (One-time or Reprint) 

P. O. Box 999                        


             
 Word Count

Cottonwood, AZ 86326-0999
   

  
  
 Fiction (If it is, say so)
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SUBMISSION FORMAT AND GUIDELINES (TITLE)
by

Mona Hodgson 

(Name to be Published)

This is a standard sample for formatting your manuscripts for critique or for editors for their consideration.  

Use a 12-point type on a 20lb non-erasable bond paper. Times New Roman is the standard font preference. Keep the print dark, easy to read. Type on one side of the sheet only. Double-space. 

Allow 1" margins at the top, bottom, and left side of each page and 1 ½" margins on the right side of each page for ease of editing. Indent paragraphs five spaces. 

If a magazine buys All Rights to your manuscript, the work is no longer yours to use or resell. If you sell First Rights to a publisher, you are claiming the piece is original and you are  

offering them the right to publish it first. After your manuscript is published, if you didn’t sell all

rights, you may sell Reprint Rights. If you offer Reprint Rights, be sure to note the publisher

Last name/Title tag (Hodgson/Submission Format)
           

Page # (2)

who first printed it and the date of printing on the upper left hand side or your manuscript or at the bottom of your manuscript. One Time Rights offers the right to publish your piece one time, not necessarily first or fifth. Consult a market guide or a publisher’s guidelines for their preferences. Book rights are a separate issue.

Put your last name, a title tag, and the page number at the top of all subsequent 

pages. Then continue with your text.
Mona Hodgson
Reprint Rights

P.O. Box 999

7 Lines
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AUTUMN ACROBATS
by

Mona Hodgson

                   
      Acrobats in fall colors 

twist and twirl 

above our heads 

   
soaring, 

diving, 

swinging 



                        on a frosty air trapeze. 

First printed in Trails ‘N’ Treasures, September/October l998

      
How to Write and Sell Children’s Picture Books by Jean E. Karl (Writer’s Digest Books)


The Writer’s Guide to Crafting Stories for Children by Nancy Lamb (Writer’s Digest Books)


Children’s Writer’s Word Book by Alijandra Mogilner (Writer’s Digest Books)



































